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Carla’s Reflection - Be Present to Yourself
I will be featuring an article each month on a
present we can give ourselves. In order to
receive this gift, please try and be “present”
in the moment as you read the article. Are
you aware of life’s continual gifts? True
happiness comes from absorbing everyday
moments, being appreciative and
acknowleging the abundant goodness we all
have in our lives. Maple Grove Women of
Today has many occasions to enjoy the
simpleness life offers us through our many
projects, our community, and each other.
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you ever take time to marvel in the profound
fact that, of all the infinite possibilities in the
Universe, God chose to create YOU?
Many of us fail to notice the little things that
make life so sweet. We get caught up in the
pursuit of "wealth and health, and name and
fame, and all of that noise." In this ad-mad
world that promotes the idea "bigger is
better," it is so easy to forget to take time to
appreciate the simple joys, the little gifts that
life gives to us each and every day. Simple
joys give us a reason to smile when life gets
tough. No moment, nothing in life, should be
taken for granted. In developing gratitude for
the simple joys, the little things in life, we
come to truly enjoy and appreciate life - and
then we are able to see the magic that
surrounds us every moment.

November’s Present: Enjoy the simple

things life has to offer
Do you take time to appreciate the simple
joys in life? Do you smile at the sun or
dance in the rain? Do you stop to smell a
flower, or catch a snowflake on your tongue?
Do you gaze at the star-studded sky or
watch the snow fall? Do you take time to
coo at an infant, or to watch puppies play?
Are you thankful for the air you breathe and
the life you have been given? Most of all, do

Holiday Party at Carla’s on Monday, 12/15 at
7 pm. Please RSVP and bring an appetizer and
wrapped white elephant gift.

Cub Grocery Bagging

ARC Merry Thriftmas

A fun customer said, “I gave a donation,
and want to get into the picture!”
Carla, Linda, Clair, Julie, Barb, Maggie,
Bonnie and Sue stocked the shelves with
Christmas items on November 1 at ARC
Value Village in Brooklyn Park.

Sleigh Bells & Sparkle Parade

Congratulations to Carla for chairing this project.
Our float was over the top sparkle and lights!
Many thanks to Maggie (and her school kids),
Barb Y, Ed (Barb’s brother), Paula, Clair, Julie,
John Keets, Brenda G. and her family, and Rich
Moll for their dedication and support of this
project.

Thanks to RoseAnn for organizing grocery
bagging at Cub. The profits of $545 from this
fundraiser will be used to provide a college
scholarship to a Maple Grove senior.
Customers were appreciative of the service.
One woman noted, “I wish you were here to
bag my groceries when I have my kids with
me!” Members who participated included: Barb
J, Bobbie, Tiffany, Steffany, Mary M., Margaret,
Kimberly, RoseAnn, Barb Y., Julie, Dee, Barb
G., and Bonnie. After bagging, six members
went to Malone’s for some well-deserved
relaxation and socializing!

Oilerie Membership
Social
Eighteen members attended
a Tasting Evening with the
Oilerie on November 19.
Thank you to Steffany who
won this event at a silent
auction and donated it to the
Maple Grove Women of
Today.

Fall District Meeting
Carla, Dee (District secretary pictured above),
RoseAnn and Bonnie attended the District 7
meeting on November 20. Our district includes
the chapters of Brooklyn Park, Fridley, Maple
Grove, New Hope and White Bear Lake with 161
members and 26 were in attendance. Chapter
shared current projects: Craft Fairs, Blood Drive,
Santa’s Crafty Elves (kids shop for their parents
during a Lion’s breakfast), Letters from Santa,
Monthly Birthday social, Feed My Starving
Children, Cookie Exchange, Silly Supper, Ronald
McDonald House meal donation, Book Club (A
Novel Bunch-BYOB (Bring Your Own Book), Bingo
at a Nursing Home and Golf on Ice with proceeds
going to a local foodshelf.
Refection Exercise
Living & Learning State Program Manager,
Tevyan Sorensen led us through an exercise
reflecting on the past year. We took a note card
and divided it into 4 sections. On section one we
listed accomplishments, on section two, what
we are grateful for, section three was entitled,
Live with Intention – write down your goal for
2015 and section 4 was entitled How to show up
November Membership Social
in 2015 (list dreams, wishes and hopes and ways
to achieve our goal). Tevyan shared that how we
spend our days is how we spend our lives. The
other inspiring quote she shared was, “You can
learn a lot from success, but you can learn even
more from failure.” - Tracy McMillan

The owner, Terri Chaffer (in photo above) provided
samples including appetizers, main course and desserts
featuring their olive oil and balsamic vinegars,
marinades and sauces including recipes. Thanks also to
Julie who arranged the event. RoseAnn reported that
the day after the event, Terri Chaffer made an
appearance on Twin Cities Live providing even more
recipes.

Women of Today
Upcoming District/State 2015 Events
January 23-25 - Winter State Meeting, Double

Tree Park Place in St. Louis Park
Book Club will read Daring Greatly by Brene Brown
February 25 - District 7 Meeting at the Normandy
Park Education Center
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We Welcome YOU to Join us!
Join our group of dynamic women and volunteer
with us as we participate in community projects
aimed at bettering the community and building
strong relationships. The organization is nonprofit and welcomes all women from all
backgrounds. We meet every 3rd Monday of the
month @ 7pm-Maple Grove Community Center

