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Carla’s Reflection - Be Present to Yourself
I will be featuring an article each month on a
present we can give ourselves. In order to receive
this gift, please try and be “present” in the
moment as you read the article.

March’s Present: The Significance of

Being Unique
By, Earl C. Kelley

People have a tendency to look at those who are
different from most other people and especially at
those who are so indiscreet as to let their
differences show. We give lip-service to rugged
individualism but bridle when an individual
permits himself to be too individualistic. This is
noted not only in politics, which is apt to come to
mind first, but in clothing, manners, haircuts,
tastes, opinions, and attitudes. It is my purpose
here to attempt to show that the ways in which an
individual is different from all others are not only
his most priceless possession, but that these
differences are at the very foundation of our
society, that they are essential to a democratic
society, and that they should be cherished rather
than frowned upon .

That no two individuals are alike is too obvious to
need elaboration. No two leaves in a forest, no two
blades of grass in a pasture can be found to match
exactly. Anyone can see that each human being
differs from any other not only in physical
appearance, but in habits, attitudes, prejudices, and
all other attributes which motivate behavior. This
holds true in all living things, although the simpler
the organism, the less marked the differences appear
to be. This principle can doubtless be extended into
the inanimate world, but here we are concerned with
living things, especially humans. Nature must cherish
uniqueness, because it has gone to great lengths to
provide it. I use the word "nature" to identify the
creative force in the universe which is known by
many names by different people. This should satisfy
everyone except those who hold to the
mechanistic theory of creation. This creative force,
for which I use the word "nature," is continuous; it is
now going on, developing an evolving universe.
The creative process is not something which was
done at one time and finished. If nature did not
cherish uniqueness, not so much would have been
done to achieve such infinite variety, for this variety
was hard to bring about.

Reminder:
End of Year Banquet:
April 27 at Sunshine Factory,
Plymouth - 6:30 p.m.
RSVP to Carla
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District 7 Meeting
Carla, Dee, RoseAnn and Bonnie attended the District 7
th
meeting on March 25 in White Bear Lake with 26 in
attendance representing the chapters of Brooklyn Park,
Fridley, Maple Grove, New Hope and White Bear Lake.
Chapters reported on recent events: Year-end party, Mini
Business Expo, Bra fitting night, 5-K race, book club, bingo
at nursing home, PEP course, breakfast bags for Ronald
McDonald house, Tastefully Simple Ways and Means,
Volunteering at Yellow Ribbon build a burger event at
VFW, Feed My Starving Children and bowling social.
Letters of support were read for the two State Women of
Today presidential candidates, Terri Dahlberg and Wendy
Lindberg. District members voted to donate$500 to make
hygiene kits for Breaking Free.

Area Meeting
Bonnie attended the Area 3 Meeting on April 10 in
Golden Valley. This was an opportunity for members in
District 7 and 8 to hear the speeches of the candidates for
State President, Wendy Lindberg and Terri Dahlberg.
Wendy Lindberg
Wendy has been a Women of Today member for 10
years. She served as Morris chapter president (where the
th
chapter ended the year as 4 in SUCCESS), then Wendy
move to the St. Francis area Chapter. She served as
District 6 director where her job was to merge 2 districts
into one. As Youth of Today State Program Manager she
introduced the organization to Isaac’s Journey and it
became the 3-year Priority Project. In her year as State
External VP, Women of Today raised $713,847.
Wendy asks us to consider as an organization, is this the
best way to do something, or the way it has always been
done? Wendy talked about four people who influenced
her life including her mother who taught her to make
sure the hours of her day were filled with purpose.

Wendy stated, “People come into our lives for a purpose to
help us to learn and to grow. Make an effort to improve the
world. Women of Today has changed me for the better and
changed me for good.” We work best when we are
connected, which explains her logo of wheels and gears
connected and her theme of “Changed for Good.”

Terri Dahlberg

State Women
of Today
Presidential
Candidates
listen to
Outgoing
President Laura
Gaylord

Terri has been a Women of Today member for 27 years and
a founding member of the Burnsville chapter. She will lend
her support to an initiative to increase to 2020 members by
the year 2020. She will provide training and mentoring to
help members reach their potential. Terri’s goal is to refresh
the Women of Today. She challenges us to take on a new
leadership role in our chapter or the district, to share a new
project idea, serve on a State committee and attend State
Conventions. Communicate to members, “we want you, we
need you and we miss you.” The Refresh will happen in 3
ways:
1.

Introduce a new tool to help chapter understand
SUCCESS, the best program to maintain a healthy
chapter
2. Provide mentoring and training for members, our
untapped resources, by providing training webinars
and facilitators using Go-to-Meeting software to
communicate with members.
3. Promoting growth through reaching 2020 members
by 2020— all it takes is for each member to recruit
one more member.
When asked the best way to recruit 18-35 year olds, Terri
talked about networking. Young people want to network
about their businesses and their hobbies. Provide an
opportunity for them to market to their age group. Other
ideas are providing day care for meetings and providing
family activities.
Outgoing State President, Laura Gaylord in her speech reminded us
that, “We are all VIPs--Valuable, Irreplaceable and Powerful.

2014-2015 Board
President: Carla H.

VP Internal Programming: Tifanne W.

State Delegate: Erin C.

Secretary: Sue J.

Parliamentarian: RoseAnn J.

Treasurer: Dee R.

VP External Programming: Clair S.

 MGWT Pinterest 
MGWT Facebook

www.maplegrovewt.com

Maple Grove Women of
Today
P.O. Box 1482
Maple Grove, MN 55311

PLACE TEXT
OR LOGO HERE
WWW.WEBADDRESS.COM

We Welcome YOU to Join us!
Join our group of dynamic women and volunteer
with us as we participate in community projects
aimed at bettering the community and building
strong relationships. The organization is nonprofit and welcomes all women from all
backgrounds. We meet every 3rd Monday of the
month @ 7pm-Maple Grove Community Center

